Use of atracurium and vecuronium in patients with oesophageal varices.
The effects of atracurium (initial dose 0.5 mg kg-1; incremental doses 0.2 mg kg-1) and vecuronium (initial dose 0.1 mg kg-1; incremental doses 0.04 mg kg-1) are described in patients with portal hypertension and some degree of liver dysfunction, and the findings compared with those from normal patients. With these doses there was no evidence of gross resistance to the two neuromuscular blockers in the patients with liver problems, although the duration of action of the initial dose was somewhat shorter, and the same may have been true of incremental doses. The method of elimination would suggest that atracurium may be the better drug in patients with severe liver dysfunction, but the use of small doses of vecuronium is not contraindicated in this type of patient.